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Tsunami: How to Help

The catisrofic events that hit Southeast Asia
in early December have been in our minds,
and natures victims have been in our prayers
and hearts.  

The NYYRC encourages members to make
donations of money, goods, time, and assis-
tance in order to help the communities hit
hardest by the devestating tsunami.  

If you are considering making a charitable
donation or vonuneteering your time to assist
those whose lives have drastically changed,
please contact David Tsin, Community
Outreach Chair, by e-mail at
community@nyyrc.com.

To help raise funds for the Humanitarian
Relief Efforts in Southeast Asia, please join
NYC Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg at the

Inaugural Celebration and Charity Fundraiser
of the NYYRC, the Board of the Log Cabin

Republicans of New York City, the
Metropolitan Republican Club, and the New

York State Association of Young
Republicans.  

All Net Proceeds Will Be Donated to
AMERICARES For Southeast Asian

Earthquake Relief Aid 

The Fundraiser will be held Thursday,
January 20, 2005 6:30 - 9:30 at the Beekman
Tower Three Mitchell Place (49th Street &

1st Avenue 

$100 minimum contribution.  Please make
checks payable to “NYYRC” at the door

Black tie optional, Business dress required.

R.S.V.P. by January 18, 2005 to:
RSVP@NYYRC.COM or call 

212-465-3377

To make donations orvolunteer,
please also visit: 

American Red Cross 
http://www.redcross.org/index.html

UNICEF
http://www.unicef.org/index3.html

AmeriCar es
https://www.americares.org

Network for Good
http://www.networkforgood.org

Manhattan Drop-off Center
The Center does not accept money, to drop
off donation items or volunteer please visit
the Center located at:
528 Canal Street (off West Side Hwy).  
To volunteer, please come by the center
(Open 7 days a week from 9AM to 9PM) 
or call Robert Rowen at (646) 270-3222. 

American Sri Lanka Buddhist
Association
http://www.helplanka.org

Sri Lanka Medical Association
http://www.slmana-east.org

USA FreedomCorps
http://www.usafreedomcorps.gov

Save the Children
http://savethechildren.org

USAID
http://www.usaid.gov
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CLUB NEWS

Happy New Year!! Wednesday January
5th kicked off the first of many socials
for the New York Young Republican
Club in 2005. Our first monthly social
was held at G2 (aptly named, as we not
only celebrated the New Year, but also
the 2nd term of President George W.
Bush) in the trendy Meatpacking
District. With the Christmas décor still
up in the exclusive bar behind the velvet
ropes on the corner of 9th Ave and 14th
Street, the holiday spirit was still in the
air as we entertained over 70 guests
throughout the night. This month's
theme, while it wasn't only a great
chance to reconnect with some faces we
haven't seen since the busy holiday sea-
son began and meet some new faces
who have found their way to our beacon
of truth, was also to remember that
while we are out enjoying each other's
company, there are many still far away
from home, who were not able to spend
the holidays with their friends and fami-
lies as they are nobly serving our coun-
try overseas. In their honor, we collected
donations for the USO's "Operation
Phone Home" campaign, which, with a
donation of $10, buys a calling card for
those stationed abroad. While a donation
of any amount was greatly appreciated,
for $15 the donor received a rare, col-
lectible camouflage green bracelet that
has "Support Our Troops" and "USO"
stamped in it. Thanks to everyone's gen-
erosity, we were able to collect over
$400! (If you are interested in donating,

please do so as there is an urgent need
to provide phone cards with those for-
ward deployed.  We are still accepting
donations and have some bracelets left.
Please contact Britta Jepsen, Events
Chair at events@nyyrc.com)

Of course, as no NYYRC monthly
social would be complete without raffles
and prizes, this month guests willing to
take a chance had an opportunity to win
5 free rentals to Blockbuster video (and
take advantage of no late fees!), as well
as 2 tickets to Madame Tussauds on
42nd Street (where else can you hang
out with the likes of George W. Bush
and RuPaul under the same roof?). Our
lucky winners were Gary Middleton and
Bryan Lamaj. Congratulations to Gary,
who won the Blockbuster rentals and
Bryan, who won the Madame Tussauds
tickets!

NYYRC
Merchandise 

Available 
Online!

Check out the tee-shirts, 
coffee mugs, and other fun NYYRC

stuff by visiting www.nyyrc.com
and clicking on the link to our

shop.  
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G2 Social Raises Money forTroops
by Gail Allen

NYYRC members reconnect after the holidays at G2 in the Meatpacking district

Events Chair, Britta Jepsen displays
Green USO braclets to the NYYRC 

Stay tuned as we have many more fun
and exciting events coming down the
pike in '05! In brief, on Friday, January
20th we have our charity Inaugural
Celebration with special guest, Mayor
Michael Bloomberg, at the exquisite
Beekman Tower Hotel on the east side.
Net proceeds will go to Americares to
support the tsunami victims. This is a
great chance to meet the Mayor, help
those in need, and gloat some more that
we won the election! Wednesday,
February 2nd will be our State of the
Union Watch Party (yet another chance
for us to get together and gloat!). The
next social will be our Valentine's Party
on Wednesday, February 9th, which is
guaranteed to be fantastic time at an
amazing space, whether you've got a
valentine or not. Dates and locations
will be announced in the coming weeks,
so please make sure you keep connected
via our Yahoo! Group and/or our weekly
emails. If you are not receiving our
emails, please contact Secretary Lynn
Krogh, at secretary@nyyrc.com.



Interested in writing for The Record?  
Contact Christina and Liza at publications@nyyrc.com

The next committee meeting will be held January 25th, 6pm at O’Neil’s. 
(3rd Ave. b. 45th & 46th Streets)

Come Join us!

Submitted articles must be no longer than 1,000 words.  Club, local, national, and international news
accepted but must be of a timely matter.  Deadlines are the Monday before general club meetings.

This is the thing. There's a democracy here in
the United States of America and there's a
democracy in Japan. There are democracies
in England, France, Russia, and if memory
serves, there was a democracy in the early
stages of Nazi Germany as well. All of these
governments look very different. Therefore,
to assume that the word "democracy" entails
the current US political situation is closed-
minded and shortsighted - and it's ethnocen-
tric1 to boot. Wow. There's a word I never
thought I'd actually use in a sentence.

The thing about democracy is that it's a
framework for government. Once you set this
framework up, you can hang just about any-
thing on it, and point it in whatever direction
you want. Democracy does not guarantee
freedom, and freedom does not necessarily
require democracy. Just like capitalism, there
need to be rules and guidelines to keep the
system in balance. Just like religion, there are
always people who will subvert it. Just like a
gun, the results depend entirely upon who is
in control.

But then, since democracy can be easily com-
pared to capitalism, religion, and firearms,
maybe our liberal singer-songwriter friend
knew exactly what she was ranting about.

1. - democracy - n
a: government by the people; especially : rule
of the majority
b: a government in which the supreme power
is vested in the people and exercised by them
directly or indirectly through a system of rep-
resentation usually involving periodically
held free elections

2. - ethnocentric - adj
characterized by or based on the attitude that
one's own group is superior.

GENERAL INTEREST

You say "Po-tay-to", I say "Pomegranate
by Seth Phillips

As a singer-songwriter, I often try to seek out
the company of other singer-songwriters to
workshop new ideas, to get other peoples'
input, and to offer input to their songs. Given
that I do this networking mostly in Manhattan
and Williamsburg, I often run into artists
whose views differ distinctly from my own.
One of the other songwriters at a session I
went to in early December debuted a song
called "Democracy." The song's lyrics per-
sonified the concept of democracy - democra-
cy spurned hungry, burned flags, was greedy,
and some other trite stuff. The song ended
with the sentiment that even though democra-
cy was thoroughly rotten, she couldn't live
without him. Basically the premise of the
song was that the United States has an abu-
sive relationship with democracy. Sort of
reminded me of Maureen Dowd stripped of
all writing skill and set to music. 

Now, I am probably being too harsh in criti-
cizing the first draft of a protest song.
However, it accentuates a solid difference in
perception between two distinct camps of
people.

Conservatives generally view democracy as a
tool - one of several ways to run a country -
the other options we saw in the 20th century
were communism, fascism, socialism, and
totalitarianism. It's a system wherein the peo-
ple select their rulers. Naturally, it's the best
system mankind has come up with yet.
In my experience, liberals view Democracy
somewhat differently - they don't separate it
from politics and politicians. They don't sepa-
rate it from the army, taxes, welfare,
Democrats, Republicans, or anything else
about society in general. Thus, the term
"democracy" comes laden-down with mean-
ing that doesn't necessarily belong.
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The NYYRC has a new membership structure this year.  Please read the following:
YR Member (18 - 40 years old) / Associate Member (over 40 years old)
•  Individual Club Member: YR Member: $35 / Associate Member:  $75 / Undergraduate Student Rate: $25 

•  Red, White & Blue Club Member: YR Member:  $150 / Associate Member:  $200 
(Includes monthly meetings & socials as well as a prepaid ticket and guaranteed reservation for the Spring Fling, Fall Celebration,
& Summer   Barbeque plus a 10% discount on NYYRC sponsored events & Café Press merchandise) 

•  Bald Eagle Club Member: YR Member: $300 / Associate Member: $350 
(Includes monthly meetings & socials as well as a prepaid ticket and a guaranteed reservation for Annual Dinner with photo op,
Spring Fling, Fall Celebration, & Summer Barbeque, plus a 15% discount on NYYRC sponsored events & Café Press merchandise)

•  President Club Member: YR Member or Associate Member:  $500
(Includes monthly meetings & socials as well as a prepaid ticket and a guaranteed reservation for Annual Dinner with photo op and
special recognition in Dinner Journal, Spring Fling, Fall Celebration, & Summer Barbeque, first call on limited seating and special
events, plus a 20% discount on NYYRC sponsored events & Café Press merchandise)

The NYYRC also has a new Membership Rewards Program that will be installed in 2005, please read:
Membership Reward Program: 
o   Reward existing member for referrals of new members
o   New member must provide existing member's name on the membership form under "Referred by"
o   Reward will be in form of coupon that can be used to pay membership dues, for event tickets or for Café Press 
merchandise.  (Actual coupon must be presented for discount)
o Coupon expires on December 31, 2005 with the exception of renewing
membership dues for 2006. Lost coupon(s) are subject to replacement.

Reward Levels:
o   $5.00 Coupon for referring an Individual Member   
o   $10.00 Coupon for referring a Red, White & Blue Club Member
o   $15.00 Coupon for referring a Bald Eagle Club Member
o   $20.00 Coupon for referring a President Club Member

CLUB NEWS

Membership renewal time is NOW! 


